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The generosity of area residents, organizations, and 
businesses helped make sure almost 1,200 area children 

received toys for Christmas through the Central Wisconsin 
Electric Cooperative (CWEC) Marine Corps Reserves Toys 
for Tots campaign. 
 That marked an increase of almost 150 children when 
compared to the 2022 CWEC Toys for Tots campaign. 
 Toy donations were collected at more than 30 area busi-
nesses in Birnamwood, Bowler, Clintonville, Elderon, Iola, 
Manawa, Marion, Rosholt, Scandinavia, Tigerton, Waupaca, 
and Wittenberg. Monetary donations were also collected, which 
were used to purchase toys. With those donations, roughly 
3,200 toys, 350 books, and 1,000 stocking stuffers were distrib-
uted to area children. Those totals were an increase from 2022.
 “With inflation still an issue for families, we were not 
surprised that there was an increase in requests for toys for 
this year’s campaign,” said Bert Lehman, Toys for Tots 
coordinator and member relations specialist for CWEC. “But 
thanks to the monetary donations and the donations of toys, 
we were able to supply toys to all who requested them.”
 The toys were collected, sorted, and then distributed to 

communities and families in the CWEC service area. This 
area covers parts of western Waupaca County (including 
Iola-Scandinavia and Manawa school districts), northern 
Portage County (including Rosholt School District), southern 
Marathon County (including Wittenberg-Birnamwood School 
District), and western Shawano County (including Tigerton 
and Bowler school districts).
 For more than 20 years Central Wisconsin Electric 
Cooperative (CWEC) has partnered with the U.S. Marine 
Corps Reserve to organize a Toys for Tots campaign in the 
CWEC service area each Christmas. Through the campaign, 
CWEC provides help to area families in need by supplying 
donated toys to the families, so they can give their children 
Christmas presents. 
 The campaign’s success was also aided by the involvement 
of the departments at the co-op.
 “There is a lot of work done in a short amount of time for 
the Toys for Tots campaign to be successful, but it is very 
rewarding for everyone involved, knowing that Christmas for 
area children is a little brighter because of this Toys for Tots 
campaign,” Lehman said. 

TOYS FOR TOTS CAMPAIGN REACHES ALMOST 1,200 AREA CHILDREN

Top row, left to right: Nancy Nueske, who coordinates the toy distribution in the Wittenberg-Birnamwood area for the CWEC Toys for Tots campaign, has 
been overseeing the Wittenberg-Birnamwood Giving Tree for around 40 years. Students from Wittenberg Elementary School help haul toys from the 
CWEC Toys for Tots campaign in preparation for the toys to be distributed to Wittenberg and Birnamwood families prior to Christmas. Employees from 
Premier Community Bank in Iola with the toys their customers donated to the CWEC Toys for Tots campaign.  
Bottom row, left to right: Many toys were purchased for the CWEC Toys for Tots campaign during a shopping spree at Fleet Farm in Waupaca. Members 
of Waupaca County Health Services take time to pose for a photo prior to unloading a trailer full of toys provided by the CWEC Toys for Tots campaign. 
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OPERATION ROUND UP CONTINUES 
TO HELP AREA COMMUNITIES
WHAT IS OPERATION ROUND UP? 

Operation Round Up provides funds for worthwhile causes, including member 
hardship cases, educational purposes including scholarships, and charitable 

organizations. It is funded by volunteer donations from CWEC co-op members, 
allowing them the opportunity to give back to our local communities, a few 
cents each month. Electric bills are simply “rounded up” to the next whole dollar 
amount. The monthly “round up” could be as little as a single penny, but never 
more than 99 cents. The average donation is $6 annually, which is tax deductible. 
Operation Round Up is an opt-out program. 

     The funds are held separately from any Central 
Wisconsin Electric Cooperative funds and are 
administered by a member Board of Trustees. 
Applications are made for grants and these are 
reviewed quarterly for disbursement of funds. 

THIRD QUARTER DONATION RECIPIENTS:
• $500 – Eland Baseball Club to be used to help 

fund having new lights installed at the Eland 
Baseball Park.

• $500 – Town of Sharon to help with the needs 
of Polonia Park.

• $250 – Central Wisconsin Order of the 
Sleepless Knights to help pay for creating 
baskets for the raffles and silent auction items 
for the Bowl with the Band event.

FOURTH QUARTER DONATION RECIPIENTS:
• $1,000 – Individual medical hardship 

donation.

• $1,000 – Individual medical hardship 
donation.

• $500 – CWEC Toys for Tots campaign to help 
with purchasing toys for children in need in the 
CWEC service area. 

• $500 each to nine area food pantries to help 
with their needs. 

• $100 – Boys & Girls Club of Portage County 
– Rosholt Extension to help with its Taste of 
Rosholt fundraiser, which benefits the boys and 
girls attending the Rosholt Extension. 

• $100 – Walls of Wittenberg 
to be used to support 
promotional expenses 
associated with its quilt 
events in January and 
February.

TOTAL OPERATION ROUND UP FUNDS DONATED: $648,014

Rosholt Food Pantry

Wittenberg Food PantryTRACK Food Pantry

Scandinavia Food Pantry
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Jodi Brumer started as an administrative assistant with Central 
Wisconsin Electric Cooperative (CWEC) on Jan. 2. 

 Prior to joining CWEC, Brumer worked for Marshfield 
Medical Center for 10 years in a similar position. In all, she 
worked in the healthcare field for more than 20 years. 
 With many changes occurring in the healthcare field, Brumer 
said she was looking for a change, and is happy to be joining 
CWEC.
 She said she is interested to see what things are similar 
between the healthcare and energy industries, as well as what 
things are completely different. 
 She added that she is looking forward to, “Just learning more things about something 
other than healthcare.”  
 At CWEC, Brumer’s main focus will be working closely with CWEC President and CEO 
Lila Shower. In addition, she’ll work with directors and employees regarding education, as 
well as assist with the monthly board meeting.
 “I’m looking forward to the journey,” Brumer said about her start at CWEC.
 Brumer lives in Iola with her husband, Mike. During her spare time, she enjoys reading, 
crafting, scrapbooking, and spending time with her grandkids. 

CWEC WELCOMES JODI BRUMER

CWEC OFFERS BUSINESS LOANS
Central Wisconsin Electric Cooperative (CWEC) has funds 
available to assist in the financing of new or expanding 
businesses that create or retain jobs. Partnering with USDA, 
CWEC offers low rate loans ranging from $5,000 to $50,000 
to qualifying applicants. CWEC’s loan fund is designed to 
complement local lender financing programs including 
conventional, SBA, CDBG, and WHEDA. For more information 
please call CWEC at 715-677-2211.

Central Wisconsin Electric Cooperative is an equal opportunity provider.

LETTERS TO SANTA CONTEST WINNERS
The following 
children were 
randomly chosen 
for the top prizes for 
the Letters to Santa 
contest hosted by 
Central Wisconsin 
Electric Cooperative.

First Prize: Russell 
Galbraith, Bowler

Second Prize: Luken 
Schreiber, Bowler

Third Prize: Oden 
Jankowski, IolaRussell 
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